Metric Units
The English system of measures that Americans use is antiquated and cumbersome. The U.S.A. is one of only two countries in the world still using this system! Everybody else in the world uses the metric system (even England). That America still uses the English system, is a testament to the tenacity of tradition. Hopefully, America will make the switch in your lifetime. While the metric system is no more accurate than the English system, it is much easier to work with. The English system has about 88 different units. While the metric system uses only 3 units with about 10 prefixes.

All scientists around the world use the metric system of measures. Below are a table of metric units and a table of metric prefixes. One way to think of the prefixes is like scientific notation. The prefix tells you by what factor of ten to multiply a given value. NOTE – The temperature scale does not use prefixes.

	Metric Units

	Length or Distance
	meter (m)

	Mass
	gram (g)

	Volume
	liter (l) or (L)

	Temperature
	Celsius (°C) also Kelvin (K)


	Common Metric Prefixes

	Prefix
	Meaning
	10n
	Decimal

	pico (p)
	trillionth
	10-12
	0.000 000 000 001 

	nano (n)
	billionth
	10-9
	0.000 000 001

	micro (μ)
	millionth
	10-6
	0.000 001 

	milli (m)
	thousandth
	10-3
	0.001 

	centi (c)
	hundredth
	10-2
	0.01 

	deci (d)
	tenth
	10-1
	0.1 

	deca (da)
	ten
	101
	10 

	hecto (h)
	hundred
	102
	100 

	kilo (k)
	thousand
	103
	1000 

	mega (M)
	million
	106
	1 000 000

	giga (G)
	billion
	109
	1 000 000 000

	tera (T)
	trillion
	1012
	1 000 000 000 000


