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Academic Chemistry

Anderson High School

2012-2013
Instructor: Sabrina M. Thomas



Room #: 123
E-mail: smthomas@austinisd.org



Phone: (512) 841-6082
Course Website:  www.thomaschemistry.weebly.com
Required Materials:
*3 ring binder


*Scientific calculator
*2 Rolls of Paper towels/semester
* 1 rim of copier paper

*Paper
to take notes
* 1 box of tissues/semester
*Pen/pencil


* 1 bottle of hand soap

Grading Policy:






Tutoring:
40% - Unit Tests and Projects 




Monday after school
25% - Lab/Lab Quizzes





Wednesday & Thursday Lunch
20% - Quizzes
15% - Homework & Daily Work

Participation:

You are required to cooperate and collaborate with the teacher and your peers at all times during class.  This will guarantee a successful learning environment for everyone.(
Gradespeed:

Gradespeed is a wonderful tool for both parents and students please check your grades and assignments regularly and contact me if you have any questions.

Class Website:

I work very hard to keep the class website updated with assignments, power points, worksheets, class calendars, and review materials. Please check it regularly for materials and information, if you need it you can most likely find it here.
Riddle of the Week

Each week I will post a riddle, it will be due by Friday of that week.  If you solve at least 3 riddles in a 6 weeks period you can drop a Quiz grade.

Labs:

The State of Texas mandates that 40% of instructional time will be done in a laboratory setting.  Some weeks will have more labs than others, but all topics will be studied through hands-on investigations.  A great portion of your grade is based on lab reports, so it is very important for you to understand the objectives of the labs and complete them to the best of your ability. You are also expected to follow all safety procedures during lab experiences.  Failure to do so will result in your removal from class and a zero for the assignment.  During labs students must wear close toe shoes at all times in order to participate and get a grade for the lab.  Every day is a la day!!!
Attendance and Make-Up Procedures:

*You are expected to be in class everyday on time.  

*If you are absent you are responsible for making up all missed work.  

*You should refer to the “Make- Up” crate or the class website for all missed handouts/notes.
*Labs will be made up during lunch and because of the equipment and set up required for most labs there will be a ONE day set aside for lab makeup. It will be announced and posted on the class website.  If you cannot make it for the makeup and do not see me to arrange for an alternate assignment you will receive a zero for the lab.  

Under no circumstances will make up work be discussed during regular class time.  

Late Work:

* NO LATE HOMEWORK WILL BE ACCEPTED

* You are allowed to turn in late work without penalty only if you have a legitimate excuse. 

Students must provide a written note from their parent/guardian stating the legitimacy of their absence, including a daytime phone number at which the parent/guardian can be reached.  

*You have one day for every excused day missed to make up work without penalty.  

*You will be penalized 10 points a day starting from the original due date for unexcused late work. (This means that after 10 days/5 blocks you cannot hand in any assignment for credit)  

Retakes:

One retake of tests per 6 weeks for a maximum grade of 80.
Academic Dishonesty:

It has not escaped my attention that some students can be clever and methods of cheating are numerous.  If I have proof that a student has cheated on any assignment, quiz, test, or lab they will receive a zero and parents will be contacted

If you have any questions ever please do not hesitate to contact me.  I will do my best to get back to you as soon as possible so that we can work together to solve the problem.

Dress Up

Chemistry is a very rigorous subject and can represent a challenge for many students. 

To minimize distractions and maximize learning students will leave all personal belongings, including food, electronics and toiletries, in the front of the room.  These items are to be picked up only at the end of class.

Classroom Procedures

· No food, drinks, or electronic devices are allowed in the science classroom.  

Please keep the above items concealed in your bags stored in the front of the room and refrain from using them while you are in class.  If I see it or hear it I will confiscate it.  Consider yourself warned.

· To Begin Class

*Class will begin immediately after the bell.

*Pick up handouts and other materials from the front desk on the way to your seat.  

*Get yourself organized, take out needed materials, sharpen pencils, check and write down the weekly agenda.

*Begin the “DO NOW” activity.

If you need to speak to me about a personal issue please see me to schedule a time outside of the class period.  There is a lot going on during the first few minutes of class and I will not be able to give you my full attention.

· To participate or ask a question 

*Raise your hand. Please do not call out.

*Be prepared to support your answer

· Group Work Expectations 

*After the assignment has been explained and groups assigned quickly join your group members and bring all necessary materials with you.

* During group work all members are required to participate. Use all of the different talents of your group members to complete the assignment and remain on task.

· Before leaving the classroom

*Make sure that all trash has been picked up and that all materials have been returned.  You will leave your environment as you found it.

*If you are unsure of anything that we have covered in class or what is due this is a good time to ask.

*Once you have completed all cleanup procedures please remain in your seat, you will be dismissed by the teacher and not by the bell.

Riddle of the Week:

Every Monday there will be a riddle posted, you will have until that Friday to solve the riddle and submit your solution and an explaination of your reasoning.  The following Monday a new riddle will be posted along with the solution to the riddle from the previous week.  No riddles will be accepted late! If you submit 4 correct riddles in a 6 weeks you will have the option of dropping a HW grade or a Quiz.
Class Rules








*Respect yourself, your classmates, your teacher, and your environment at all times.

*Pay attention, listen to others, participate and ask questions

*Use appropriate language.

*Be Safe

*Have Fun!!

Consequences

Positive behavior will result in positive consequences and inappropriate behavior will result in negative consequences.

Positive consequences

*Homework pass

*Lowest grade on quiz dropped

*Positive phone call home

*Trips

Negative Consequences

· 1st offense: verbal warning or student/teacher conference.

· 2nd offense: before school or lunch detention, loss of privilege from positive consequence list

· 3rd offense: phone call home, loss of privilege from positive consequence list, and discipline referral

***Severe and dangerous disruptions will result in a discipline referral***

This class is a “drama free” zone.  If you are having a “bad day” or there is a problem please let me know. Please do not come into the room and take it out on the rest of us.  If you tell me in advance I will do all that I can to help you, but if you tell me after you have done something to disrupt the rest of the class you will be subject to the consequences we have agreed upon as a group.

Please have parent/ guardian complete the front and back of this sheet and return no 

later than September 4th.                                            
I have read and understand the grading policy and procedures outlined above for my child’s Chemistry class. 

Students Name: ___________________________
______________________________




Print




sign
  

Parent/Guardian: ___________________________
______________________________




Print




sign
  

Email: ______________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________

Comments/Questions:
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